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BOOK REVIEWS
PSYCHOSURGERY. INTELLIGENCE, EMOTION AND SOCIAL BE-
HAVIOR FOLLOWING PREFRONTAL LOBOTOMY FOR MENTAL DIS-
ORDERS. By Walter Freeman and James W. Watts. Charles C.
Thomas, Springfield, Illinois, 1942. viii + 337 pp. $6.
A neurological monograph published by Thomas is usually worthy of
serious consideration; the present work is no exception. After a preliminary
"startle-reaction" in response to the title, the reader will find increasing satis-
faction as the subject is developed in succeeding pages. The publisher has
again accomplished a splendid result in the art of book-making.
The authors' experiences with prefrontal lobotomy began in 1936, about
a year after the first operation by Moniz and Lima of Lisbon. The present
study is based upon the results obtained in 80 cases. There is no doubt that
the authors' early reports on this subject received more than a little adverse
criticism from unsympathetic members of the profession. However, the
reviewer failed to detect any evidence of bitterness, resulting from this, in the
present work. Undoubtedly the widespread use of shock therapy during the
past few years has resulted in a more general acceptance of the relatively con-
servative and controlled procedure of prefrontal lobotomy.
The first 75 pages of the book are devoted to an excellent, concise review
of the existing significant information concerning the frontal lobes. The
reader is faced with rather conflicting evidence concerning frontal-lobe func-
tions. This evidence becomes more clearly correlated, as the result of the
present studies, and finally emerges in the concluding chapters of the book
as a well-rounded story of frontal lobe functions.
The section of the book concerning clinical observations on prefrontal
lobotomy contains illustrative case reports, in considerable detail. Special
attention is devoted to the subjects of social behavior, intelligence, personality,
and consciousness of the self. The effects of lobotomy upon various mental
disorders are considered and the data finally assembled in summary form.
Seventy per cent of the cases were classified as involutional depressions and
obsessive tension states. Good results were obtained in about two-thirds of
these cases. Favorable results in many cases amount to an exchang-e of
certain particularly undesirable symptoms for others less undesirable. Thus,
introversion, preoccupation, nervous tension, obsessive thinking, worry, anxiety,
and depression were among the more common preoperative symptoms. Per-
sistent postoperative symptoms were tactlessness, lack of initiative, procras-
tination, laziness, and euphoria.
The final section, titled prefrontal lobotomy and psychopathology, is a
philosophical discussion, which, in the opinion of the reviewer, follows a very562 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
logical course. Certain passages in this section are superb examples of descrip-
tiveness and brevity. Thus, while discussing consciousness of the self, a
hypochondriac example is given: ". . . the individual summons his past expe-
rience with regard to bellyaches, his knowledge of appendicitis gained from
the press, the experiences of his friends and the reports of men in high places
who have died of cancer of the stomach. He projects himself into the future,
visualizing the doctor's examination, the hospital, the operation, the lingering
death in agonizing pain and the children left fatherless while the widow
demonstrates her lack of rudimentary financial sense."
There is no doubt that the authors have assembled an important body of
information concerning frontal-lobe function and have utilized a relatively
conservative surgical procedure to the benefit of many of their patients. The
book should be of great interest to those working in the fields of neuro-
physiology and psychiatry. It will be of invaluable assistance to those who
are responsible for or participating in "shock" or surgical treatment of mental
diseases. WILLIAM J. GERMAN.
THE CONQUEST OF BACTERIA. By F. Sherwood Taylor. Al-
liance Book Corp., New York, 1942. 172 pp. $2.
This is a book for the non-technical reader, with the story of the agents
of infection and the mode in which they act forming the basis for a discussion
of the means available for restricting or overcoming microbic activities. As
is implied by the subtitle "From Salvarsan to Sulphapyridine" chemotherapy
is the focal point in the story-a story well told.
In the foreword, Professor Sigerist states that "This is the best type of
popular book on a scientific subject," and it is, indeed, an interesting account;
but how much better it would have been had the text received some slight
attention from a proof-reader. GEORGE H. SMITH.
SPERMATOZOA AND STERILITY, A CLINICAL MANUAL. By Abner
I. Weisman. Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., New York, 1941. xvi +
314-pp. $5.50.
Throughout this book the author emphasizes the obvious, but until
recently neglected, possibility that the childlessness of a couple may not always
be due to some abnormality in the female. After a brief discussion of the
discovery of spermatozoa and of the early theories of generation, the mor-
phology and certain physiological properties of spermatozoa and the character
of the seminal fluid are reviewed. Following this introductory material, the
causes and diagnosis of sterility in the male are discussed. This discussion is
quite detailed, with separate chapters on methods of obtaining specimens for
semen examination, the transportation of the semen specimen, tests for semen,
and the interpretation and evaluation of semen analyses. Considerable space